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                  Popular Literature and Culture

Winter Semester

2018/ 2019

Elective Course

Instructor: Prof. PhDr. Jaroslav Kušnír, PhD.

Room No. 242

tel.: (051)7570232; (051)7570247

e-mail: jaroslav.kusnir@unipo.sk

Webpage for this syllabus: see the Moodle system, Australian Literature (everybody is required to sign up in the Moodle SYSTEM, and to create her/his profile there)
Main Aim of the Course:

· to point out the importance and influence of popular culture on arts in the context of cultural sensibility of the present time

·  to emphasize the relationship between the hight and low literature and culture as well as a growing importance of popular culture and media in the contemporary world

·  to develop student’s critical thinking on literature and culture

·  to point out the cultural context of the select English-speaking countries and its role in the formation of popular culture and literature, especially that of the USA and United Kingdom

Course Program:

1) Theories of Popular Literature and Culture:
· I.Howe: Mass Society and Post-Modern Fiction
· D. Storey: “What is Popular Culture?” http://www.mdw.ac.at/upload/MDWeb/ims/pdf/Storey,_Kap.1.pdf

· L. Fiedler: Cross the Border-Close that Gap
· S. Sontag: Notes on Camp
2) Literature and Music: The Beat Generation, Jazz,Rock and Blues: A. Ginsberg: Howl
3)  Literature, Rap Music and Hip- Hop Culture:
Theories:

A. Gibson: Popular Music and Postmodern Theory

Shusterman, R. The Fine Art of Rap, from Pragmatist Aesthetics, 2000

P. Gilroy: “After the Love has Gone: Biopolitics and the Decay of the Black Public Sphere”, from Between Camps: Nations, Cultures and the Allure of Race
            Grassian, D.“Introduction.” Grassian, D. Writing the Future of Black America: Literature of the Hip- Hop Generation. Columbia: The University of South Carolina Press, 2009. 1-18.
 Hebdige, D. “Hipsters, Beats, and Teddy Boys”. Hebdige, D. Subculture: The Meaning of  Style. London and New York: Methuen, 1979.46-51.

Sontag, S. Notes on Camp http://www9.georgetown.edu/
faculty/irvinem/theory/sontag-notesoncamp-1964.html

Reading/Texts/Lyrics:

Public Enemy: Fight the Power

Stetsasonic: Talkin´All that Jazz

Snoop Dogg:Doggystyle

Eminem: Lose Yourself; Monster

(50 cent, Jay-Z, Lil Wayne, Ice Cube)

            Heavy Metal: Iron Maiden/Kiss/Steppenwolf: Born to Be Wild, Black Sabbath

Literature and Pop Music:

            R. Cortez Cruz: Welcome to the Ghetto, from Premature Autopsies
                                      EbonY MaN

             Mark Amerika: Grammatron                         

             A. Ginsberg: Sunflower Sutra

Postmodernism and Film:

McLuhan, M. , “Movies: The Reel World”, and  “Television: The Timid Giant”, in: Understanding Media

Films:

Q. Tarantino: Kill Bill 1

           Django Unbound

Postmodernism and the Western

Theories:

Homans, P. Puritanism Revisited: An Analysis of the Contemporary Screen-Image Western

Kušnír, J.  Parody of the Western...

Films:

Once Upon a Time in the West/High Noon

No Country for Old Men

Soap Operas, Sitcoms, and Cartoons:

Derry, Ch. Television Soap Opera:“Incest, Bigamy, and Fatal Disease”, In:Nachbar, J., Lause, K. Popular Culture: An Introductory Text

The Simpsons and Philosophy

Fiske, John. “Soap opera form”-from Understanding Media
Geraghty, Ch. Soap Opera and Utopia, In: Storey, D.(ed.). Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: A Reader

Texts/Visual Programs:

Friends; Two and Half Men; the Simpsons

J. Cantor: Crazy Kat

Literature and Pornography:

Theories:

Sontag, S. On Pornography

Texts:

R. Coover: Lucky Pierre in the Doctor’s Office

R. Brautigan: Willard and His Bowling Trophies

K. Acker: Politics

Sci-fi, Technology and Hypertext:

M. Joyce: Afternoon, a Story

Film: 

Matrix Trilogy- part 1

Pop Culture and Pop Art:

Andy Warhol

Roy Lichtenstein

C. Oldenburg

R. Rauschenberg

Course requirements:

Course requirements:

You will have to sign up for the course in the Moodle system for which you need 1) a password. You will create your password according to instructions I have sent you. Then you will have 2) to create a profile in the Moodle system, that is basically your identity so that I could send you messages and evaluate your activity during this part of the course. In addition to creation your profile, it is compulsory to check the Moodle system during the week for further instructions and all deadlines must be kept. You will find the syllabus, instructions, and bibliography for this course in the Moodle system as well. So, to summarize the course requirements, you should: 

· sign up for the course in the Moodle system, create a profile and fulfill all course requirements 

· to do all presentations and written assignments on a sufficient level and on time (we may be writing short assignments during the lessons based on your home reading/watching required materials 

· if you have two and more excused absences, an extra work will be required from you, usually an extra test or essay. For any unexcused absence, 3 points will be taken off of your final evaluation. However, if you have a name day and a birthday during the week we have classes, you need not come to a class and these absences are not considered as absences. 

· most of the reading materials can be found in our departmental library, on internet, or at Faculty of Arts Library-Resource Center at FF PU in Prešov. 

· Mind that most of the films will not be viewed/watched during the classes, but you are supposed to watch them individually, and these films and their parts will be discussed during the classes

· to get credits, in addition to reading and other assignments during the course, you  will be required to submit an essay on a topic related to the course (4-5 page long, 1,5 spacing). The essay should be your interpretation/analysis of a short story, novel, play or poem from either feminist or postcolonial theories point of view as we discussed them (you should choose the author and work, and consult it with me, please).

· there will be a written exam in January which will include the written test (examination, topics will be specified), your essay, and short assignments written during the classes 

· A deadline to submit the essay is: December 12th, 2018. Later essay submission:
· Up to a week later, until December 19th,2018- 3 points off from your final evaluation (written examination, essay, written assignments during the lessons)

· Two weeks later, until December 24th, 2018- 6 points off from your final examination

· After December 24th, 2018- 0 points for the essay

· However, if you submit the essay a week earlier at least, that is by December 5th, 2018, you 3 extra points will be added to your final evaluation
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